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INTRODUCTION. 


'T may not t be amiſy' to premiſe, as an 
introduction to this work, that the fol- 
lowing pages were not made public with 
a deſign of inſtructing men early bred to 
| huſbandry ; ; but to give Gentlemen, who 
may think proper to uſe a certain quantity 


of land, either for amuſement or con- 5 


venience, ſuch an inſight into the nature 


of farming, as wil enable them to check 
the negligence, correct the 1 ignorance, or 


— 


detect the e of ſervants. 
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There! is not a more healthful, rational, 


wn” 
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or more pleaſing amuſement I rural life 

chan Welters, nor does any « one thing, 
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INTRODUCTION. £21." 
| independent of profit from ſale, yield a i 
ly more conveniencies, or in greater plenty, 
than a farm: but it muſt be a ſatisfaQion, 

at the ſame time, not to pay more for thoſe . 
canveniencies than neceſſary. To 6: 
gentlemen who ' ſeldom examine their ac- 
counts, or look into the application of . 
their money, this treatiſe will be uſeleſs : J 
they take ſervants with good charaQters, 
and to their honeſty they truſt the whole, 
| Few bailiffs, with a ſtated falary, ate much 
in their maſter* J intereſt ; they erop "the 
land, | perhaps, and poſſibly keep it in {good 
condition 3 but the expence with which it 
is done, is no part of their conſideration. 
A farmer's chief gains ariſe from making I 
his land produce as much as poflible, and 

| doidg the buſineſs at as little expence as he 
can. For this purpoſe, he takes the ad- 
vantage. of ſeaſons, attends to his team, 
that his horſes are in health, kept b with- 
out waſte of provender, aud that they Work | 


8 my — 


a certain number of hours; he takes ae 


— 


N "INTRODUCTION. 


17 | toemploy no bands but "what are N 


Iy neceſſary; gives no more for labour 


than his neighbours; ſees that his labourers 


fill up their time, work their ſtated hours, 
and neither rob him of nor waſte his pro- 
perty; he gets his harveſt properly in, 
whilſt the weather is fine, buys 1n his ſtock 


at the beſt hand, and gets a market price 


for all he ſells. But, does every gentle- 
man's bailiff do this? No. His maſter' 's 


eye is ſeldom upon him; his account is ſcarce = 


ever looked at; and he is found more in 


the intereſt of the employed than his em- f 


ployer. I have ſeen twenty men in a hay- 


field, and about a hay-rick, when half the 


| number would have been ſufficient ; they 


have ſtood in one another's way, and half 


their time they have been idle; inſtead of 


taking advantage of the dry time, and 
h working till dark, they have quitted at ſix; 
and left the rick to the mercy of tho 


3 weather. Tbis a farmer never ſuffers; and 


it is by: * and other things, that gentle · 
3A 0 A 2 4 | men 


* / 


. 
4% 


\ EL 


1nTRODVETION.” 


men loſe by farming. But, would they YN 
occaſionally look into the buſt neſs them- 
ſelves (and none but ſuch can ever expect 


to profit by it), they would very ſoon find- 


their account in it, and it would fill up 
many a liflleſs hour. 


* 


To een Goa of riding, without 
an object in view, even riding becomes irk- 
ſome; but were they, when in the country, 
to ride about their farm every fine day, 
each gate opening with a latch ; were they 
to examine at ſuch times the improvement 


of their cattle, the condition of their team 
and implements, the ſtate of their fences, 
the cleanneſs of their grounds, the rich- 
neſs of their meadows, and the luxuriance 


of their crops; new pleaſures would daily 
riſe before them, and their morning's ſaun- 
ter would be delightful. To ſuch perſons 
experiments occaſionally made upon an | 
acre or two of ground, under their own 
immediate direction, would throw | new 
I lights 


| INTRODUCTION. 1 


* lights upon huſbandry, be: uſeful t 

world, and amuſing to themſelves: but to 
make ſuch experiments of real uſe, mi- 

nutes ſhould be kept of every circumſtance 
reſpecting them; the nature of the ſoil, 
the number of ploughings and harrowings, 
the quantity and kind of manure, the 
quantity of ſeed ſown, the time of ſowing, 
the weather, the cultivation till harveſt, 5 
the time of cutting, the produce when | 
 threſhed, and every other particular; and 
comparing theſe at home with former, or 
ſimilar, crops, would afford no unpleaſ- 


ing amuſement in a wet morning. But, 


whilſt I am ſtudying the intereſt of others, 
1 am forgetting my own. I am finding 

employment for gentlemen, who may dread s 
employ, and under a notion of recom- 

mending my book, I am thus, perhaps, 
deſtroying its ſucceſs. For any uſeful em- 
ploy to men of fortune, in the preſent age, 
Is TA to think of. They waſte the 
important 
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the price of grain is conſiderably reduced: 
| four) years ago, wheat was fold at fourteen { 
pounds a load ; now it will ſearce fetch 
eight. The prices, however, here ſtated, 


= 
* 


- 


are nearly the average. 2 | 


x 2 


* „ „ 


ene NM 


: * 
7 | | ? 5 & ws cate 
/ , 1 1 * 7-2 
1 * * — * 5 : 7 » Ms... © \ «. *, 4 5 4 s 
83 , L 8 is 4 * 4 \ * 1 a3 wid 4 5 
% 


i Of the Team *» · 1 
„ 1 A m 
IV. Of Barly =. = 

1 V. Of Oats; 1 5 K 1 * 
VI. Of Buck-wheat ,- 2 


= I 779 „e, + | 


VII. Of Beans 2 PRES 39s uf 
VII. Of Pets © ” 2063 2551119 BB, C302! 3 


* 
ps 


1 | IX. Of Turer 3 = 985 wx: 5 
. e 
3 Ye Sa 

XII. Of the © 

| = , 8 and Gia 7. 


8 N ls ticular 0 k 2 gol V 


r 
KS x 
LEY 


2.4 Ws * 
1 


_ 
- = 


— 


—— Ä— 


Lo u. 


Ker 


2 yi * *y 740 * 0 ” 
- ' > ; 
„ * o . 
XV. alu N 
go ewe Ho 
« 25 
* 4 3 : 
” — Y WON : 
' 1 ; 
1 « 
P ” . F 5 
* 7 2 2 ; 
; z { | | 6 
- 4 . . : : 
: > : * * 5 5 * 
, _ | x 4 "x 1 3 c 


” ACS — ä 


3 


" - CHAP. 


| XVII. 


— 


—— AEZS: 


* , — 
2 — 
” 


_ 4 "; 


- * * F * K -*% 4. 2 r 
7 % F : 3+ 22 —— ——-— . 
* 
, 


CONTENTS. 


"WF. 1 


CY a: 
XVI. of Hedging and Ditebing” 126 4 


Of Threſhing | | os _ 149 Og 
XVIII. Of Matiuring * — 95 133 
XIX. Miſcellaneous Obfroatins | 144 3 
XX. On the Price Labour 1 
XXI. On Meaſuring Timber, - i * 1 x38 Ng 


* * 0 
— a 


1 
* 


* 1 
1 1 a © 1 0 — 
. x 1 ol 
* : . 
i . v C 4 f / — 
\ \ 1177 + * * . 4 8 1 


The following errors bikes C4 Aa * 


looked in correcting this work at'preſs, the W 
, is deſired to correct them with his pen. 7 


$4 


| Pa 10. line 7+ For cleaning, read ploughing... 55 , 
cg - 14. — 33. Eight dozen of hurdles 17. 45.=Theſe 


are ſuppoſed to be made of rods growing on the farm, 
the making of which will not coſt more than 105. or 
2 - 125, but as they will not laſt above five or fix years, 
allowance is made in the price for new ones. 


o 


* 
2 
— 


2227. — 19. for general ſaving, Fead generally ſaving. 


— 28.— 13. for ſpeading, read (prealing. 


. =— 37. — 9 and 10. for threſhing five quarters 105. 


read threſhing four quarters b . Note; This error 

makes g trifling alteration in the ſum total, of 

- courſe, in the profit of this acre, which amounts to 
31. 5 64. inſtead of 3 J. 34. 6 d. a8 ſtated. 


— 96.— 6. for 61s 165. 10 4. read 40. 165 "Ip 
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TRUSLER's' 


”> HERE being a general rage for 


among men of landed property, and among 


others who take it up under a principle 


of amuſement, or gain, the Author of this 
work flatters himſelf, the following pages 
will be very acceptable to the Public; par- 
ticularly, as the many treatiſes on farming 
hitherto publiſhed, are 4 crowded with 
1 9 | theory, 
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theory, new | experiments, and . 
try RT hey 3 ever miſled them; 5 
and, after the trial of a number of years, 
bave ſhewn, that farming, to them, in- 
ſtead of producing profit, has brought 
on a conſiderable loks. The fact in ſhort is 
tis: ſuch books have induced gentlemen 5 
to try new methods, and follow them in all 

u rund of Ale ſpeculation, when they 

| ſhould have purſued that plain mgthod which - 
every farmer follows. Thus have they attri- 
buted their loſs, to che diſhoneſty of ſervants, 
which, in fact, aroſe from their want of 
5 Eubwledge in the buſineſs of farming 
whereas; had they never looked-into ſuch 
books of agriculture as are now extant, | 
| bit depended even on thetitile Knowledge 
| ud es periente of an honeſt country ſer- 
| vant; bred to the plough, they would have 


| reaped at advittige; tough abt e 

| pethaps to the farmer who Yi followed 

f 36 che bulineſs his whote life, ok Mela pr 1 
1 00111 e „ 1 


CY 


- experienced farmer purſues, is the deſign 


IA 


RACT A . ue bx, 3 
10 TIF theſe miſtakes, and point out 
that method of agriculture which every 


of this Work; and the Author perſuades 
himſelf, that, if his inſtructions are ob- 
ſerved and attended to, there is no land in 
this kingdom but will, while it kw. 
the cultivator, yield him a conſiderable 5 
profit. He does not wiſh to deter gentle - 
men from trying experiments, or follow- 
ing new methods; but, if they wiſh o 
profit by farming, ſuch experiments, or 
new methods, muſt be made only ka 50 
ally. The loſs of a few pounds on one 
_ acre: of land is of no conſequence; but 
when that one is extended to ſome bun- 
_ dreds, it diſcourages | the enquirer, and 
leads him to attribute that to the diſhoneſty | 7* 
of ſervants, the poorneſs of the foil, or. bad 99 5 
markets, which 18 wholly: oving ip erpe· 
ne, n. ee Yar MAT: 
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Tus firlt thing every Otensde | 
©” treatiſe on agriculture teaches | the 
huſbandman to enquire into, is the nature 
8 of his foil. © Whether this conſiſts of marle 
or limeſtone, more or leſs ſalts or oil, the 
| pabulum of plants, to the plain prafiical 
| 5 farmer, is immaterial; all that is eſſential 
for him to know, is, whether the land be 
8 ſüff or light, and whether it is beſt adapt- 
"20D ed to the growth of wheat or barley. of 
wis he may inſtantly judge by his eye, or 
he may learn it from a ſight of the crops, 
the information of the neighbours, or the 
trlal of one year; and if even reduced to 
pick up his knowledge from the laſt, an 
indifferent crop for one Jear cannot ruin 


him. ; 


— ow 


PRSS” TT 2/7 FA e 
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* PRACTICAL ns BANDBY; | * 


0 ee that rye; bat= 1 ic 
f "by 5 turneps, and clover, will thrive, ben | 
in a lightfoilz oats, beans, and wheat, on | 


1 


a ſtiff or ſtrong one: that ſtrong clayey 
land will require winter fallows to break 
and pulverize the ſoil; and that light, 
ſandy, or gravelly land will want ſum» 

mer fallows to deſtroy the weeds : that 

borſe· dung is the beſt manure for all 

kinds of land, but that clayey land 
will receive benefit from light dreſſing, 
though it be aſhes, or even ſand; and that 
light lands 1 80 be e even by a drei- 


. r e , [16k TOE 


1 wand FOE: adviſe every abs BH 
- commencing. farmer, or. taking a' fam 
to make ſome little enquiry into the nature 
ot his land: as he will never jump into a 1 
farm haſtily, without ſome. conſideration, | 

I would recommend it to him to take Aa. 
view of the crops juſt before harveſt, the LY 
ſeaſon before he is to take poſſeſſion of it. 
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| . If the land be poor, the —— or 

ats will be thin, the ſtraw ſhort, and the 
a ears ſmall; if rich, the crops, on the con- 

trary, will be thick, the firaw long, and 
the ears large, and in many places it will 
be lodged; that is, inſtead of the firaw | 

ſtanding upright, it will be fallen on the 
ground, a ſure ſign of the ſtrength and 
richneſs of the land, If the wheat be full 
of poppies, it denotes a light poor ſoil; if 
full of thiſtles, a ſtrong good one. I men- 
tion this laſt obſervation, from what $ 
| have too often feen, that of a farm's being 
generally foul when a tenant quits it. In» 
. deed a new occupier has little to expect. 

but to loſe money for the firſt three or 
four years, till he has cleared his land, and 
brought it into good heart; (ſo apt are old 
tenants, through a mercenary "principle, 
to over- erop it, and neglect to clean it, to- 
wards the expiration of their leaſe) unleſs _ 
he takes it immediately out of the hands of 
fome gentleman, who has yalued more the  _ 
3 . neatneſy 
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W his grounds, than any profit he 
might derive from them. Been 
_ the different fields, he will be able to form 
bod judgment of the nature of the ſoil," - 
| and what kind of erops it is beſt ſaited to- 
If it could ſo happen, that e cannot have 4 
this view of the farm the ſeaſon before, he 
| may collect the information from ſuch 
neighbours as are no way intereſted in his * 
taking it; 'or let him take a ſpade and 5 
examine the depth and nature of the mould. 
by digging in one or two of the furrows in 
euch field. The greater depth of mould 
| - ' thiere is, the better che land, and the more | 
capable of improvement. If the earth Be 
a black crumbling mould, it canriot be bad. 
Foulneſs and poverty are to be got the bet- 
ter of, but it is very difficult and expen- 


fivetoinereaſe the depth of the 1 upper ſtaple 
of the land; that is, the earth in which 


the corti grows. With reſpect to the 5 
frrength and richneſs of the ſoil, thiſtles 
among the weeds * are no bad en of it. 
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the different fields, and when, and what 


Course of crops they have borne; that is, = 


what grain. they. have been ſown, with 


bees the laſt fallow, and he ſhould deter- 
ige his future crops accordingly... If he 
goes this way to work, and crops: his land . 


_ agreeable to the courſes pointed out in this 
Work, he will have no reaſon to apprehend 


much loſs ;, particularly, if he has gata 


8000 honeſt carter, with ſome little experi- 
ence, who can plough and ſow the land 
well, and who will not rob his maſter him- 
ſelf of the grain when threſhed, nor ſuffer 


the threſhers to doi it. Such a man may be ' 


eaſily procured i in every part of the king- 
dom; for countrymen, in general, accuſ- 
tomed to hard and homely fare, and unac- 
| quainted, with the luxuries of life, have 
few temptations to diſhoneſty, and being 
void of art and cunning, if a little attend- 
* to be their maſter, will, not readily | find 
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28 I have before obſerved, are e 
entruſt more to their ſervants than farmers „ 
do, have been apt to attribute their loſs in 1 
agriculture to them, which, in fast, has "8 
 aniſeq only from their tryingcenperimenty, © - . ., | 
— purſuing, erery fanciful ſcheme laid | 
in pers of buſtundry, and ace 
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do profit by farming, they muſt content 
| themſelves with tolerably clean fields; and 
| good ſaving erops; but if they ſtudy to 
decorate their farms, by clipped hedges, 
large branching trees, that impoveriſh tb 
headlands, &c. helt walks, and the 2 1 
they muſt expect to ſuffer in the product. | 
Lands will require a certain number ok 
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quantity of manure, and will well pay fer 
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| pences of 1 team. oy” \gratlemen 1 a 
bommeneing farmers begin with more that 
fy or fixty acres of =o what is called 

a ſmall farm. Upon fuck” a quantiry of, | 
land, I defy any but a working farmer to 
be a gainer; he who works upon his far 1 


himſelf, and faves the expence of 4 fers _ 
vant, and who occaſionally goes with his 

horſes to job- work, ploughs ati de OY 
for other people who may now and thei 
ſtand in want of aſſiſtance, or employs his 
on ſpar days in ing coals; 
timber, manure, &cc. for ſack as will hits 
"Him for three or four hi LETS 
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or three horſes; but ſtiff lands will re- 


quire- four; a ſufficient quantity of land 

| then mult be occupied to find full employ. 

for ſuch a team, in order to pay the farmer 
F for his toils. This team will cultivate _ 
about one hundred and twenty, acres, of. 
arable land; and as in moſt farms there | 


18 ſome meadow, ſome upland graſs, and 


ſome coppice, we may reckon a farm of one 


hundred and fifty acres of land not too 


much for a team of four horſes, a man, and 
lber ſervants need only be hired 5 


a boy. | 
occaſionally. We will now conſider the ex- 


i pences of ſuch a team. But let us firſt eſtimats 55 
dete value of the neceſfary farming imple- 
5 ments, that we may be able to rate their 
| | annual decline 3 in value, as part of the en- 
. 1 ſhall not be very nice or exact 
ot ne as the difference of a. 
pound 2, 


| . FihlE moment, e / accurate calcu- 
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he pi price of labour, and the firſt cot * 
farming implements, will be found to vary | 
a little in different counties, but not ſo 
much as to make the difference of the. 
aggregate ſum of any conſequence. Our 
enquiries are not about ſhillings, but ſums YN 
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Puring 3 of eatintz green 
| meat*, one half-peck of oats a 
9 day is ſufficient for each here; 
ſay ſeren quarters and a bal, rel] 
At 198. per quarter =, 7 2 
Seventeen loads of hay will keep 
| > them! the other thirty-five -+ N41 
© weeks, at 40s. per load 5 5 
During theſe chirty- ſire weeks 17 
- they ſhould have one peck ß 
l each day per et pool 
194. pen quarter; that is about fry! 
© thirty quanters and a half 8 9! E. 
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greater quantity of hay is oon“,j d, the 
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Being now on the cuabjets of aue, 
1 will take the opportunity o 
mending irom-anle-trees to waggan. and, | 


carxts, inſtead af wooden ones; the fm 


expence indeed will be more, each iron 
axle · tree caſting about five pounds; wheres | 
as the price of a Fae n 
ſeven ſhillinge and 1{ixpencg 
it is cheapeſt in the end, ee norlſo 
able to break, and will laſt aut tuo 0 
three waggons; and add 40 this, he 
principal motive of my reco Jing 


them, a waggon with iron axles. in ot cone. 
Gderably leſs draught than one with 2 
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axles, 1 e it 1. the differe 
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vill draw as | muck. "with. iron a axles a 
four. would with wooden ones: and t A0 
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_ reaſon i 18 evident. | Tro make wi axle 5 


beine ſtrong, their diameter ouſt 
be twice aq; large 8 iron ones; | the | 
friction, therefore, and of courſe the. 
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2 flock of ſheep into it, in dry or froſty 
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an acre, at leaft ſuch land as" that L am 
3 now ſpeaking bf, Which I ſuppoſe to . 
. - worth fourteen or fifteen ſhillings an acre. | 
| In this caſe, every additional ſack of grain 
will produce an additional profit of eighteen - 
ſhillings and fix pence. -In the above. 
eſtimate, 1 have alſo rated the price off 
Wheat very low; it is much oftener at 
< S Maher price than otherwiſe, - 
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'Baontuy thrives beſt on a dry light - 
ſoil, and requires three ploughings ar 
8 if not four, with Aa good deal or 
harrowing to bring the land'i into fine and 
proper tilth. The ſtiffer the ſoil, the 
more ploughings are neceſſary, If: the 
| ſpring be fine and dry, there -is time to 
make the ground tolerably clean for this 
crop, which is ſeldom ſowed till about the 
beginning or middle of April. Barley i is : 
frequently ſowed, and with ſucceſs, in the 
laſt week in April; but Mr. Young, from 7 - 
variety of experiments which he made, 
aſſures us, that provided the land be dry, 
and can be got into good tith „ 5 
| enough (which may be, if barley follows 
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wall produce a a third more at harveſt. This 
may be true, and worth the trial; but 
farmers, in general, ſow i i late, that they , 
may have an opportunity of beſtowing 
much labour on their land, and making 
che ſaibas fine as. poſſible. | Beſides, ſuch 
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_ had that was ſown, with turneps the 
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© buſkcls of ſeed per acre, is certainly the 55 : 
proper quantity to ſo with or without | 
clover. As in the caſe of wheat, the richer 
the land is, the leſs quantity « of ſeed is re- 
quiſi te, but that diminution of quantity * 
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in wheat crops. Care ſhould be taken to 


\ for uch as was raiſed on a different eil to 
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de ſeed be clean den the ſeeds of weeds,” 


| "The general! method of cultivating bar- 
ley i is, to fow the land with cover after 
| the” barley is in the ground, as as wil "be 
| ſhewn when we ſpeak of cover ; ; at pre- N 
ſent, I will give the reader an eſtimate of 
a tolerable, faviog crop of an acre of barley 
alone, | but od f ſuch with which 'clover* is / 
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Ig of every farmer's crop. Indeed, 
though the produce is not of equal value 
with a crop. of barley or wheat, there is 
more certainty in the priee it will fetch 
_ at market; for I never yet obſerved. 0 . 
_ great 2 variation in the value of oats, as in 
. that of the other two. If a farmer finds "% 
4 his land rich, and able to. bear crops for 
. er, that will turn out more "mM 
| profitable than oats," he would be impru- 
dent to grow any. In this caſe, it will 
be his intereſt to buy all the oats he wants, | 
rather than grow them to a diſadvantage ; 
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BeANs thing beſt in a a ſtrong if fol; 
and few farmers ſow them but in ſuch 
ground. There are ſeveral forts of beans, 4 
though ſeldom . more than two are the oh- 
jects of the huſbandman's attention; theſe 
are horſe-beans for the food of horſes, | 
and tick-beans for the food of hogs. I have 
ſeen ſome fields of long-pods, which is a 
bunden bean; ; and I have myſelf ſowed an 
"acre or two, more than once, with broad 
© Windfors, and dwarf kidney beans ; but as 
lf theſe are out of the line of * : thall | 
not ſay more about them. EL 1 
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injures the crop. But then again; on on the 
other hand, when ſowed br. : BELT. 
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Experiments, It appears, that early in be- 
ry is the moſt advabtsgeons ume; 12 
but -kccidents- will - ogcaſionally delay the 
ſowing ſometicdes a week: or & fortnight, 
ſuch as wet weather, particularly w where © 
they are ſet by women, and thore is, 
grant of hands to ſet hem. * 
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